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on leave, and began asking young subalterns similar
questions, they reported her. When arrested, she still
had in her possession a cheque which had innocently
been sent through the Danish Legation addressed to a
non-existent Belgian prisoner. Her letters were easily
recognizable and read, and it was obvious that she might
stumble on a series of facts of real value. Once more,
therefore, Curtis-Bennett was given a brief that was hope-
less from the start. Eva de Bournonville had no defence,
and the best her counsel could do was to plead that she
had been led to imperil her life in this way by the German
Military Attache at the Legation in Denmark. Mr. Justice
Darling passed the death sentence, this sentence being later
commuted by the Home Secretary to penal servitude for
life.

Curtis railed at the hopelessness of his task in these
cases, but there was no possibility of avoiding them.
The briefs from solicitors instructed by the War Office
fell even more frequently on his desk as the " Security
Services " dealt efficiently and rapidly with Germany's
new drive to learn England's secrets. Much of his time
was also taken up with appearances before the tribunals
that sat in judgment on claims to " indispensability."
He was always at home before the magistrates who formed
these tribunals in town halls and guildhalls, and the
work seemed never-ending, for it was seldom that any
man was given release from military duties for more
than a few months at a time. Twice more he appeared
at the Old Bailey and in courts martial in spy cases
before he gained, for the first time, an acquittal for a
suspect.
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